Westgate Gardens community dig.
See Forthcoming events, page 18.
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at the above address by the 11th of November.

Excursions organised by FCAT
Members and guests participate in excursions at their own risk. FCAT does
not accept responsibility for any loss or injury. Excursions involve walking in
the open and negotiating steps and stairs both externally and within buildings.
Appropriate footwear and clothing should always be worn.
FCAT welcomes participation in its excursions by members and guests with
impaired mobility, provided that they are accompanied by a person who can
act as a helper. It is advisable to check in advance with the Excursion Leader
to establish whether access problems are anticipated on a specific trip.
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Have you moved house or changed your bank?
Don’t forget to let our Membership Secretary
know so that our records are up-to-date.
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Dear Friends
The good news is that we have been fortunate enough to welcome Marion Gurr as our
new Treasurer and I thank her very much indeed for accepting this post.
The bad news is that we still do not have a Deputy Chairman, Newsletter Editor or an
Events/Talks Organiser. Surely there must be some of you who would be prepared to
take on these tasks which would make The Friends run even more smoothly and be
much appreciated by the existing Committee.
I hope that you enjoy this Edition of the Newsletter and as you will see, there will be
much to do and see in the forthcoming months. The articles too, are most exciting and
show how we can support the work of the Trust.
With best wishes and I hope you all enjoy a lovely summer.
Dawn Baxter-Phillips, Chairman

Director’s report
Dear Friends,
The Haua Fteah cave, eastern Libya
In my last piece for the Newsletter, I described the Haua Fteah cave in eastern Libya
and the work a Cambridge University team (including members of Trust staff and
Libya’s Department of Antiquities), have been engaged in. Our work at the cave
was brought to a premature end by major security problems in the aftermath of the
overthrow of Colonel Gadaffi. This state of affairs continues with an east–west split,
the setting up of two governments and even two Departments of Antiquity, one based
in Tripoli and the other in Cyrene. To add to this already tragic situation, relatively
small fundamentalist groups in the east and west, aided by IS-inspired, non-Libyan
outsiders, are bent on destabilising the Libyan State still further. The Libyan Army is
active in both theatres of conflict, but particularly in the east, where fundamentalist
groups based in Benghazi and Derna are being actively engaged.
With this as background, it was decided to seek help from the Department of
Antiquities to complete excavations in the cave. To this end, three members of staff,
Fadl Abdalaziz from Cyrene, Akram Masri and Moataz Al Zwai from Benghazi, and
a fourth Libyan national, Ahmed Emrage who has recently completed a PhD at
Leicester University, came to Canterbury for training in order to be equipped to finish
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the excavation, including the sieving by flotation and sorting of materials generated by
the excavation, and to bring the resultant data back to Cambridge for analysis. With
training successfully completed, our friends returned to Libya.
For the past six weeks our colleagues have sieved, processed and sorted over 400
bags of samples placed in store at the conclusion of our last season of work in
September 2013. They have also returned to the cave to continue excavating and
sampling contexts in the two remaining trenches and have started to sieve and sort
those samples.
None of this work has been easy. The samples, having been stored for so long, were
found to be rock-hard and had to be soaked for long periods before they could be
floated. Gaining access to the cave was fraught with difficulty, as it is now close to the
front line separating the Libyan Army from rebel groups. The contexts being excavated
are arguably some of the most informative as they contain significant concentrations
of animal bones, worked flint tools and environmental indicators, so the excavation
and recording processes have been slow and painstaking.
With good progress being made and an end to the excavation in sight, fighting
between the Libyan Army and rebel groups broke out with air raids and the discharge
of light and heavy weapons, close to the cave. The areas under excavation were rapidly
covered, tools were collected and the team withdrew under military escort. Ramadan,
the period of religious fasting when work was scheduled to end, is about to begin and
the team is sieving and sorting all remaining samples and packing equipment before
returning to their homes. Ahmed will return to the UK soon, with records and recovered
data destined for analysis in Cambridge. We estimate that it will take but ten working
days to complete the excavation and process samples. The work will have to wait until
the security situation improves.
Our Libyan colleagues have done a tremendous job and we are immensely proud
of them. The training in Canterbury and Cambridge has been of great benefit to the
team, but it has been their hard work and commitment, in the face of extreme difficulty,
that has seen the project succeed.

Shanidar cave, north-east Iraq
Just before our Libyan colleagues began work at the Haua, Hazel Mosley, Ross Lane
and I were invited to take part in a short ten day season of work in the Shanidar
cave in north-east Iraq (Kurdistan). Previous attempts to undertake fieldwork there
had been unsuccessful; a first season was frustrated by bureaucratic delays and
a second by military conflict between Kurdish Pershmurga and IS forces. This third
attempt to progress a re-investigation of the cave was undertaken by a team of seven
archaeologists from Cambridge University and Canterbury Archaeological Trust, led
by Professor Graeme Barker and Dr Lucy Farr.
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The Shanidar cave located in the foothills of the Zagros Mountains of NE Iraq, is one of
the most important and well-known caves in the world. It is a textbook site, discovered
and excavated between 1957 and 1961 by Ralph Solecki, an American archaeologist.
His large trench, some 25m by 15m, cut to a depth of 15m by teams of mainly local
tribesmen (with the regular use of dynamite to remove large boulders), produced nine
Neanderthal skeletons dated to between 70,000 and 80,000 years BP.
Two of the burials are of particular note. The skeleton of an adult male (Shanidar
IV), aged between 30 and 45, was deliberately placed in a shallow grave in a foetal
position on a bed of uncremated woven woody horsetail. Soil samples taken from
the grave fill showed that there were significant ‘clumps’ of pollen located either
side and behind the skeleton, indicating seven particular flower types, that entered
the deposit as whole, flowering plants. The evidence seemed to point to the flowers
being laid purposefully into the grave as part of a burial rite. More recent analysis of
the evidence however suggests that the pollen may have been ‘introduced’ into the
grave by a burrowing gerbil-like rodent know as a Persian jird. The second burial was
that of an elderly Neanderthal male (Shanidar I), who survived into extreme old age
(40–50 years) with significant health problems and deformities, either caused at birth

The Shanidar cave, looking north.
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or the result of an accident. Both burials, together with other evidence from Shanidar,
are often cited as evidence to suggest that Neanderthal society was organised and
caring, with complex beliefs, technologies and traditions.
The new project, supported by the Kurdish Government and Department of Antiquities,
seeks to re-examine the site by emptying the excavation (which has been completely
backfilled), by recording exposed sections and by using improved scientific techniques
to date and analyse sediments and artefacts. Although some small-scale excavation
will take place, most of the work will comprise the sampling of exposed stratigraphy.

Hazel talks to some of the many local visitors to the Shanidar cave.
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The rock breaking team.

The cave is set high in the mountainside, looking out across a wide and deep valley
and a crossing of the Great Zab River. Our working day commenced with a long
and arduous climb up a paved zig-zag path to the cave mouth and a panorama of
snow-covered peaks, and thinly wooded green valley sides. Most of our time was
spent with local workmen, emptying backfill by shovel and wheelbarrow, moving or
breaking huge boulders with brute strength and sledgehammer, taking samples and
recording exposed stratigraphy. During the clearance work, a significant number of
prehistoric stone tools and other finds were recovered. Part of a possible Neanderthal
burial was exposed and protected for future investigation. The exposed stratigraphy
was impressive, containing a marvellous mixture of laminated sediments and huge
boulders from episodic cave roof collapses following earthquakes. One very significant
occupation layer, present in all sections, may represent a ubiquitous occupation
horizon that in part of the cave was immediately sealed by roof collapse.
Shanidar cave is of great importance to local people as a symbol of Kurdish culture
and independence. In addition to prehistoric occupation, there is evidence of Neolithic
settlement and burials, and the cave has been used seasonally by local people and
their animals for generations, if not millennia. Local families used the cave as a refuge
from winter and warfare as recently as the 1990’s. One visitor informed us that he can
remember twenty families establishing winter quarters there, with over 1200 sheep,
cattle and horses. As a consequence, the government has provided a series of secure
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paved compounds, paths, roofed shelters and visitor information boards explaining
the history of the site, including a bust of Ralph Solecki, all set within a fenced and
gated enclosure with security guards. We had hundreds of visitors while we were
there, not necessarily to see what we were doing, but almost as a form of pilgrimage,
with children, men and women often very smartly dressed, the latter often in national
costume. It is a long, hard and steep slog up to the cave, but busloads of visitors
arrived every day we were there. Included in the number were government ministers,
mayors, members of the Department of Antiquities and military personnel.
Everyone was incredibly friendly, our food, cooked by a local lady, was wonderful and
overall, we had a splendid time and can’t wait to go back.

Canterbury and Dover
Summer is now with us and plans are well advanced for major excavations in Dover at
the St James car park (commences at the end of June for a minimum of four months)
and in Canterbury, next to Augustine House.
The Dover work, supervised by Keith Parfitt, will see the exposure of extra-mural
twelfth- to fourteenth-century tenements largely occupied by families who derived their
livelihood from the sea. The Canterbury excavations led by Richard Helm will hopefully
see further exposure of the Roman funerary landscape recorded under Augustine
House, and the recently completed student accommodation blocks to the rear of the
site.
A training excavation at East Wear Bay, Folkestone will begin in July, together with
Community Excavations at South Foreland Lighthouse and Westgate Gardens,
Canterbury over the summer. Friends will be given an opportunity to visit all of these
sites, to see the product of our work. Arrangements for the visits are set out in this
Newsletter.
I wish you all a very enjoyable summer.
Paul Bennett

Can you help us with delivery of the Friends Newsletter?
We would like a volunteer to help us distribute to some addresses in the vicinity of
Tyler Hill and Blean.
Delivering newsletters by hand reduces our postage bill and and leaves more money
to support the work of the Trust.
If you think you could assist us, please contact Jane Blackham:
phone 01227 373086 or email jayjay_blackham@btinternet.com.
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Faversham’s painted
pillar
Having given a talk on this to a Friends’ meeting
a couple of years ago, and the full version finally
having been published in an expensive collection
of essays that I do not expect anyone outside
academic literary scholars to read, I thought I would
offer an extract for the Newsletter.
The pillar paintings at St Mary of Charity, Faversham
are exquisite early fourteenth-century paintings from
Christ’s Nativity and Passion and ought to be better
known, as you will see from Imogen Corrigan’s photo.
Due to limitations on length, I have confined this piece
to ideas of seeing and being seen, theoretically a
contested issue and important for an understanding of
medieval piety. The idea of the eye actively seeing by
sending out rays that lighted an object to make it visible
was coming under attack. Instead some envisaged
the image as sending out rays or ‘species’ which
passed into the eye and thence to the brain. Without
getting more technical, this is important because it
has implications regarding which is subject (active),
which object (passive) in terms of viewer and viewed
in spiritual terms.
To return to the pillar, being eight-sided with the
painting covering three tiers there are in total twentyfour panels, of which the bottom two tiers relate to
the Nativity, the top tier only to the Passion. This is
interesting and may be linked to the presence in
medieval times of the light of Our Lady of Bethlehem
(Gresyn) close by. The narrative sequence begins
with a two-face Annunciation to the Virgin on the
bottom south-west and south panels. As you would
expect Gabriel and Mary face each other, and the
next scene to the right, following artistic convention
of moving from left to right, similarly has Elizabeth
and her cousin facing each other in the Visitation
Faversham's painted pillar, the west facing panels,
with thanks to Imogen Corrigan.
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(south-east and east). As elsewhere on the pillar the painter has used the faces
imaginatively to provide the idea of movement, and here Mary looks up and left being
shorter than her cousin. It is from here that for both the painted figures and the viewer
lines of sight between scenes also begins, because like Mary the viewer looks up to
join the shepherds on the middle tier. The shepherds, with their dog, gaze up and
to the left at an angel, this scene covering three faces (south, south-east and east)
and forming the Annunciation to the Shepherds. Following the shepherds’ gaze, the
viewer looks beyond the angel to the Nativity on this level, but additionally upwards
and so is confronted by St John at the Crucifixion. Keeping to the two-panel Nativity,
Joseph (now lost) presumably looked left towards Mary and the child (west), the
scene completed by the ox and ass above gazing inwards. Mary, however, does not
regard her son, who is suckling at her breast – the nurturing mother of Mankind; rather
she looks down and to her right towards the bottom tier and the left-hand panels of
the Adoration of the Magi (north-east and north). This scene is the longest within the
Nativity sequence, culminating in the Virgin and Child on the west face of the bottom
tier, and thus facing the parish’s lay congregation. The crowned Virgin stares out at
the viewer, a reference perhaps to her mediatory role concerning sinners gathered in
the church, for all were likely to require her aid on the Day of Judgment. Moreover if
I am right and there was an altar against this face of the pillar, the link between the
Eucharist, Virgin and Christ becomes even more explicit.
The haloed Christ child on his mother’s knee does not look out at the congregation.
Instead he looks upwards and to the left to the altar on which he is to be presented
in the final Nativity scene: Christ’s Presentation at the Temple (north-east, north and
north-west). This liturgical feast not only brought the Christmas season to a close at
Candlemas, but as the Marian celebration of her Purification again connected the
principal figures whose lines of sight we have followed around the pillar. This is equally
the case because the sightlines of the characters here do not quite close off the scene
from the Passion above. Even though Joseph and Mary look at their son, Simeon
looks at both Christ and upwards, while Christ himself gazes beyond Simeon where
he meets the stare of his crucified self from the top tier, his young hand raised in
blessing. Thus he is the only figure on the pillar staring at the Crucifixion because both
his mother and St John look down sorrowfully (north-west–south-west, see photo).
The other Passion sequence is longer, the Visit to the Sepulchre (south–east)
comprising four panels albeit they fall into two pairs: that to the left shows the first
Mary facing the angel at the head of the tomb; that to the right has the other two Marys
facing each other. All three women stand behind the tomb from which drapes part of
the cloth which had been used to wrap Christ’s body, another evocative use of the
pillar’s structure by the painter. This leaves the final panel which is now sadly damaged
but appears to show a tree of sorts. Which tree and what it symbolises remains open
to conjecture, but there are several possibilities: Christ as the vine, the Tree of Life, or
the Tree of Paradise. Another option is the acanthus tree which was seen to symbolise
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death and the afterlife, and hence the resurrection; or the peredexion tree with its
doves, found in the Physiologus and symbolising the protective power of the Trinity.
As has been noted by art historians, such sequences cannot realistically be
comprehensive, thus the choices made by patrons and artists were important, and I
just want to suggest one possibility here. In terms of viewer, Mary is apparently given
equal prominence to Christ, fitting for the church’s dedication and the number of
Marian altars and lights there, but also regarding contemporary perceptions about
how she was bound together with her son in the Mass. Such ideas were part of a rich
vein of late medieval piety, and this painted pillar offers us a gateway into exploring
medieval ways of seeing, and thinking.
Sheila Sweetinburgh
For anyone interested in the full article it is: ‘‘To move the mind’: scenes from Christ’s life on
Faversham’s painted pillar’ in S. Kelly and R. Perry (eds), Devotional Culture in Late Medieval
England and Europe: Diverse Imaginations of Christ’s Life (Turnhout, 2014), pp. 291–314.

Archaeology to
Akaslompolo
I have often read positive comment about the schools system in Finland. So, with a
trip planned to Finnish Lapland earlier this year, I managed in advance to hook up with
Akaslompolo School and arranged to visit, to see something of the school in action
and give a presentation about Archaeology in England. This is a summary of what
happened on my visit in January 2015 and my personal views on the experience.
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I had been liaising with Heli Ristolainen, a fluent English speaker and responsible for
5th and 6th grades (11–12 year olds). She had moved up to Lapland from Turku in the
south – so quite a change of landscape! Before my trip, I sent my presentation to Heli
as she wanted to prepare herself and the students a little in the subject.
On the morning of my visit, I noticed several things that were surprising to my English
eyes. The first thing was the freedom to enter the building. There was no locked door,
security code or ID badges (commonplace in our schools). This relaxed atmosphere
was very refreshing.
When I arrived it was their lunch time (around 11.00 am) and some children were
eating in their classrooms and others were outside playing. This was the next surprise
- a young girl was happily walking across the snow-covered playground on a pair of
stilts! This would never be allowed in England. Sadly, these days, our children are
often not allowed to go out in the snow at play time for fear of harming themselves…
I also noticed in the communal coats area, a stuffed pine marten with a squirrel in its
mouth – an act of Nature, again, refreshing to see.
There were eleven pupils in the class I spoke to (Akaslompolo is a ‘village’ school) and
they had been learning English in school for 2–3 years. Surprise number four was to
see them sitting at their desks on big Pilates balls! The teacher said they can choose
to use these or sit on regular chairs and they prefer the balls. I could see how this
could help their posture and the gentle bouncing seemed to me a relaxing thing for a
learning environment.
The term before my visit, the class had coincidentally been talking about the work of
an archaeologist. I spoke to them in simple English and of course with much use of
the powerpoint images. The children were engaged, interested and understood most
of what I was aiming to convey to them and some asked me questions in English. At
times, the teacher translated into Finnish. It was an enjoyable and successful session
and one which the teacher thought the school would be keen to have again.
Coincidentally the school’s Principal was there the day of my visit and I spoke with him
as well. I was told there were sixty-four pupils at Akaslompolo school and that children
don’t start formal education until they are 7 years old. They spend between 19 and
24 hours per week in school, depending on age and the school day usually begins at
8.50am and finishes at 1.00pm, with three breaks where children are encouraged to
go outside to run around and play. The primary school follows a national curriculum
but there are no government-led tests for pupils and teachers are responsible for
monitoring the progress of pupils’ learning. There were after school clubs on some
days which were voluntary.
What was also striking was how highly the teaching profession appears to be held in
Finland. I was told by the Principal that it is the most difficult profession to get into,
after Medicine. In England I have read more than once about the successes of Finnish
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schools, both in terms of academic achievement and general well-being and I was
delighted to have just a small insight on my visit to Akaslompolo School. It was a real
pleasure.
Marion Green, Education Officer

FESTIVAL WALKS
As usual FCAT is offering a series of walks during
the Canterbury Festival, each around two hours
long. These walks are a major fund-raiser for
the Trust and we are most grateful to those who
have agreed to lead them.
If you want to come you MUST buy tickets
in advance through the Festival Box Office
at the Marlowe Theatre. Bear in mind that
many of our walks book up very quickly.

Sunday 18 October, 2 pm
The Story of Canterbury: Doreen Rosman
From the Romans to the eighteenth-century remodelling of the city. See and hear how life
changed over the centuries
Meeting Place: Lady Wootton’s Green (off Broad Street)
Monday 19 October, 10 am
Whitstable and Tankerton: David Birmingham
Roman oyster beds, an Elizabethan chemical industry, the Crab and Winkle harbour, and
Whitstable’s last oyster yawl
Meeting Place: Top of Tankerton slopes opposite Cliff Road
Tuesday 20 October, 10 am
A Walk in and about St Augustine’s College: Peter Henderson
A tour of the buildings of the former St Augustine’s College, now part of the King’s School
Meeting Place: Lady Wootton’s Green (off Broad Street)
Tuesday 20 October, 2 pm
Tour of Medieval Sandwich: Sarah Pearson
We will take in the central area and buildings of this once thriving port, discussing its
origins, growth and decline
Meeting Place: Town Quay Car Park (Fisher Gate)
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Weds 21 October, 10 am
The Jews of Canterbury: Jonathan Butchers
A talk followed by a walk round sites relating to Jewish life in Canterbury, including a little
known cemetery
Meeting Place: The Old Synagogue, King Street
Weds 21 October, 2 pm
The Roof Lines of Canterbury: Hubert Pragnell
Canterbury’s medieval cathedral rises above a jumble of chimney stacks, roof ridges,
gables, pinnacles – come and see what’s above your head
Meeting Place: The Buttermarket
Thurs 22 October 2 pm
Elham: a village shaped by its medieval market: Derek Boughton
An easy walk round the village, looking at the street pattern and historic buildings
Meeting Place: The Square (by the church)
Friday 23 October, 10 am
The Village of Charing: Sarah Pearson
An opportunity to explore a fascinating old village, which belonged to archbishops of
Canterbury throughout the middle ages
Meeting Place: Charing Parish Church
Saturday 24 October, 10 am
Canterbury’s River: David Birmingham
Romans forded our river, monks built water-mills, swimmers relished their Olympic-sized
pool, and gardeners lined the river with flowering shrubs
Meeting Place: Castle Grounds, Gas Street
Sunday 25 October, 10 am
Made in Canterbury: Peter Berg
A walk tracing industries that used to flourish in Canterbury, from tile-making and brewing
to weaving and an iron foundry
Meeting Place: Canterbury West Station
Monday 26 October, 10 am
The Building Stones of Canterbury Cathedral: Geoff Downer
This walk will provide an introduction to the stones used in the building fabric, including
their identification and provenance
Meeting Place: The Buttermarket
Monday 26 October, 2 pm
A Literary Tour of the King’s School: Peter Henderson
An opportunity to see the Maugham Library and Hugh Walpole’s outstanding collection of
English literary manuscripts
Meeting Place: The Mint Yard Gate, The Borough
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Tuesday 27 October, 10 am
Tales of Medieval Canterbury: Meriel Connor
Rebels at the Gate; execution at the Buttermarket; a queen and her hounds; a gift of
camels – and much more!
Meeting Place: Lady Wootton’s Green (off Broad Street)
Tuesday 27 October, 2 pm
History of Canterbury in 30 objects: David Lewis
The BBC charted world history in 100 objects. Explore Canterbury’s history through 30
street objects and oddities
Meeting place: Corner of Monastery Street and Longport
Weds 28 October, 10 am
Introductory Tour of the Dover Western Heights: Keith Parfitt
A circular tour, with an experienced archaeologist, of some of the most interesting parts of
Dover’s Western fortifications. Moderately strenuous
Meeting Place: Public car park adjacent to St Martin’s Battery off South Military Road,
Dover (OS reference: TR 313 407)
Thursday 29 October, 10 am
The Dissenters of Canterbury: Doreen Rosman
The chapter house, a converted ragstore, Zoar chapel: visit some of the unexpected
places where nonconformist congregations worshipped, and explore their history
Meeting Place: The Buttermarket
Friday 30 October, 10 am
The Director’s Walk: Paul Bennett
The Director of the Archaeological Trust can evoke the ancient city of Canterbury in a way
that no-one else can
Meeting Place: The Buttermarket
Saturday 31 October, 10 am
Canterbury Cathedral Precincts: Maureen Ingram
The towering Cathedral tempts us to neglect its immediate surroundings but its precincts
contain much to interest and surprise
Meeting Place: The Buttermarket

Reminders by email: We send out reminders of meetings to all members
of the Friends for whom we have email addresses. If you do not receive
these reminders and would like to do so, please send a message to:
friends@canterburytrust.co.uk. You will receive updates and reminders
of events of local archaeological and historical interest.
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Kent Archaeological Society
Autumn conferences
Kent’s Anglo-Saxon heritage, historic houses and industrial archaeology will be the themes
of Kent Archaeological Society conferences in October, hosted by eminent archaeologists
and historians.
The programme for ‘Past industries of Kent and relevant buildings’ at Blue Town
Heritage Centre, Sheerness, on Saturday 24 October will include talks by Dr Maureen
Green on Hayle Mill, Maidstone, which thrived in the nineteenth century despite continuing
to use traditional papermaking techniques; and by Sue Harris on the restoration of the
grounds of Quex Park, Birchington.
Tickets for the conference cost £20, including light lunch and refreshments. For a booking
form email mike@mikeclinch.co.uk or download from www.kentarchaeology.org.uk
‘Anglo-Saxon Kent: Old and New Discoveries’ at Rutherford College, University of
Kent at Canterbury, on Saturday 31 October, will include talks by KAS curator Dr Andrew
Richardson on the society’s collection of ‘finds’ of that period; Keith Parfitt on settlements
in the Dover area and on the east Kent downs; Ges Moody on his research into where
St Augustine and his missionaries landed in Thanet; Dr Andrew Richardson and Dana
Goodburn Brown of Conservation Science Investigations (CSI) on The Meads Cemetery,
Sittingbourne; Dr Gabor Thomas and Dr Alexandra Knox on discoveries at Lyminge; and
Alison Taylor on St Peter’s Cemetery, Thanet.
Tickets for ‘Anglo-Saxon Kent: Old and New Discoveries’ cost £20. Download a booking
form from www.kentarchaeology.org.uk or email membership@kentarchaeology.org.uk for
full details.
The KAS is also supporting a Joint Study Day entitled ‘Investigating the North Coast
of Kent’ at Rutherford College on Saturday 17 October, organized by the University of
Kent and the Council for Kentish Archaeology and led by Dr Brian Philp, one of the most
experienced field archaeologists working in Kent and beyond.
Dr Philp will talk about Faversham Abbey and the tomb of King Stephen. Among the other
speakers will be Dr Gillian Draper of Canterbury Christ Church University, who will look at
the transformation of the Hundred of Hoo, from medieval to modern times.
Tickets cost £5.00. Details of the programme will be posted on the CKA’s website http://
cka.moon-demon.co.uk/cka_index.htm.
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Back to school!
Though as a child you might have been perplexed
to see advertisements for new school uniform
appearing before the start of the long summer
holiday – there is something to be said for being
prepared for the autumn.
The second series of Archaeology Courses begins in September! Here’s a reminder of
what’s in store for the autumn term.

First Steps in Archaeology (1)
Caesar to Claudius: Britain, Gaul and Rome from 55 BC to AD 43
Roman Pottery in East Kent
A crash course in Roman Britain
The Archaeology of the Kingdom of Kent

Saturday 5 September
Saturday 19 September
Saturday 17 October
Saturday 7 November
Saturday 21 November

Further details are available on the Trust’s website:
www.canterburytrust.co.uk/community_archaeology/archaeology-courses
or contact Andrew Richardson on 01227 825276.

Booking opens in July for Medieval Canterbury Weekend
1–3 April 2016

Newsletter 96 outlined events planned for this weekend celebrating medieval history in
Canterbury. Mainly centred at Old Sessions House, Canterbury Christ Church University
and Canterbury Cathedral Lodge speakers include Richard Gameson, Helen Castor, Dan
Jones, Louise Wilkinson, David Starkey, Michelle Brown, Ian Mortimer and Paul Bennett.
Tickets: £10 per event, FCAT members £8 per event
Full details and booking available from July at either:
Canterbury Christ Church University, Arts & Culture booking office, which is located on the
ground floor of Augustine House (next to the Canterbury Police Station).
Tel. 01227 782994 or 863690,
or online at Canterbury Christ Church University’s, Arts & Culture website, or links from the
Centre for Research in Kent History and Archaeology’s webpages:
(www.canterbury.ac.uk/arts-and-humanities/school-of-humanities/research/research-kenthistory-and-archaeology/centre-for-research-in-kent-history-and-archaeology.aspx)
which can be accessed from the FCAT webpages:
www.canterburytrust.co.uk/community_archaeology/friends/

17

Friends of the Canterbury Archaeological Trust

Friends Book Offer
Bryan Faussett: Antiquary Extraordinary
by David Wright
A biography of Bryan Faussett, FSA (1720–1776), pioneering
Kent genealogist, archaeologist and antiquary who at his death
had amassed the world’s greatest collection of Anglo-Saxon
jewellery and antiquities. The material was famously rejected
by the British Museum, saved for the nation by a Liverpudlian
philanthropist, and now resides in the Liverpool World Museum.
This episode led directly to the British Museum’s setting up
departments devoted to British Antiquities.
This book is the first to focus on Faussett, presenting
comprehensive genealogical sections on the Faussetts and
Godfreys; a history of the family seat near Canterbury; and an
introduction to antiquarianism and how the history of the world
was imperfectly viewed in the 18th century. A detailed biography of Bryan Faussett’s life
covers his education, career and scholarly circle, with detailed descriptions of the sites he
excavated. Surviving archaeological notebooks offer insights into his working practice, and
family account-books reveal a great deal about his personal life and interests.
See more at: http://www.bryanfaussett.co.uk
The book retails at £28.00. Archaeopress have offered a 20% discount to Friends of
Canterbury Archaeological Trust. Contact Patrick Harris (patrick@archaeopress.com or
01865 311914)
Meet the author at a talk and book-signing at The Beaney House of Art and Knowledge on
at 6.30 pm on Thursday 15 October.

Forthcoming events
Westgate Gardens Community Dig
Saturday 11 to Sunday 12 July, 10am to 3pm
Further excavation on the course of Roman Watling Street at its river crossing just outside
the London Gate. Last year we found the upper surface of the road and large quantities
of coins and other finds. Come along to see what we find this time, or if you would like to
come along and help please contact Jake Weekes (jake.weekes@canterburytrust.co.uk
or 01227 825264).
East Wear Bay Archaeological Field School
Monday 20 July to Saturday 15 August, 10am to 4pm
The inaugural season of this new training initiative by the Trust will take place this year,
working on the site of Folkestone Roman villa and the preceding late Iron Age trade and
industrial settlement. Visitors are welcome every day from Monday to Saturday (Sundays
are officially a day off, although there may be some volunteers present).
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Dover Regatta
Saturday 25 July
The half-scale replica of the Dover Bronze Age boat will be taking part in the regatta again
this year, so if you want to come along and see it in action, speak to the team, or have a
paddle yourself – we’ll see you there!
South Foreland Lighthouse excavation
Saturday 25 July to Saturday 8 August, 10am to 4pm
As part of the Up on the Downs Landscape Partnership Scheme, the Trust has been
leading the preparation of a Conservation Management Plan for South Foreland
Lighthouse. Towards this end we will be training and leading volunteers in a series of
excavations within the curtilage of the lighthouse, in order to investigate a large number of
features (including probable pits, ditches and structures) identified in a recent resistivity
survey. Visitors are welcome every day, and any Friends wishing to participate in the dig
should contact Andrew Richardson (andrew.richardson@canterburytrust.co.uk or 01227
825276).
Excursion to South Foreland Lighthouse and Fan Bay deep shelter
Tuesday 4 August, departing 92A Broad Street, 10am
The first exclusive Friends site visit will travel to South Foreland Lighthouse to see the
progress of our excavations, learn all about South Foreland lighthouse and sample the
delights of Mrs Knott’s Tearoom. Then, for those who don’t mind tunnels and lots of steps,
there will be a chance to visit the newly opened Fan Bay Deep shelter as well as to see
the two First World War sound mirrors, which were covered up in the early 1970s and
which have recently been re-exposed. Numbers are limited to 12, so book soon! Contact
Andrew Richardson (andrew.richardson@canterburytrust.co.uk or 01227 825276) for
further details and booking.
Excursion to East Wear Bay and Dover excavations
Wednesday 12 August, departing 92A Broad Street, 10am
The second exclusive site visit will depart by minibus from 92a Broad Street at 10am, en
route to East Wear Bay. A lunchtime stop will be made at Little Farthingloe Farm, where
there is a tea room and facilities. In the afternoon we will move on to the major excavation
in the centre of Dover, led by Keith Parfitt. Again numbers are limited to 12 and booking is
via Andrew Richardson (details as above)
Talk and book signing: Bryan Faussett: Antiquary Extraordinary
Thursday 15 October, 6.30pm Canterbury Library Community Room, The Beaney
David Wright talks about his recent book (see special Friends offer p 18).
Festival Walks
18-31 October (for details see pp 13–15)
For all events that do not have a stated charge, FCAT requests a donation of £2.00 for
members, £3.00 for non-members and £1.00 for students, to cover costs and to help to
support the activities of the Archaeological Trust.
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You can contact the Friends of the
Canterbury Archaeological Trust at:
Canterbury Archaeological Trust Ltd
92a Broad Street
Canterbury CT1 2LU
t: 01227 825280
f: 01227 784724
e: friends@canterburytrust.co.uk
w: canterburytrust.co.uk

Westgate Gardens community dig.
See Forthcoming events, page 18.
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